Summary of Equalities Audit Autumn 09
A full review of our exam results takes place every year.  One of the areas we look at is to compare how different groups make progress.  Over the past three years there has not been very much of statistical significance in terms of variations in achievement and progress.  Last year higher achieving girls underperformed slightly but this was not the case in 2009.  There is no significant ethnicity variation and students with SEN or disability have made good progress.  

All departments in the school were asked to review their curriculum area to ensure all students are able to access all aspects of school life and achieve in line with expected targets.

No departments reported any significant equalities issues for ethnicity, SEN or disabled pupils. Data obtained from exam reviews and Department Health Checks and pupil surveys support this finding. Pupils on the SEN register usually perform at least in line with targets or exceed them. There are also no significant performance issues with ethnicity or disability. All pupils in the school have access to all curriculum areas, we have an open policy for all GCSE courses, all pupils have access to the full range of subjects. Information, advice and guidance helps inform pupils to select the most appropriate courses for their skills.
Several subject areas reported gender differences in the uptake of GCSE subjects, for example more girls select MFL as a GCSE option than boys, the reverse being true for Geography. All departments reporting gender imbalances have action plans in place to address the issue, for instance geography replacing a module of work in Yr 9 on football with one on fashion in order to increase engagement with girls. 
KS4 PE has encountered some problems in levels of participation by girls in core PE lessons, some girls trying to opt out, questionnaires with pupils revealed that this was primarily due to a kit issue; therefore girls will now be allowed to wear track suit bottoms in PE lessons in order to increase pupil participation in lessons.

There are also some gender imbalance issues within the achievements of some departments. For instance in Science in 2008/09 some high ability girls do not meet their target grades, the department is trialling single sex lessons for the more able pupils to try to redress this issue, to ensure that high performing boys can’t dominate. 
In BTEC business studies high achieving boys were the group that were less successful. The department are seeking to address this by undertaking a review of teaching materials and by introducing more challenges and competition where necessary. 
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